Quite a Site!

Considering in this day and age we all seem to suffer from Anthropophobia (fear of people), having a web presence is a must. A simple click of the mouse can greatly improve your success in the dog-eat-dog world of business. So don’t be left in your competitor’s cyber dust.

Everyone uses the web these days as a primary resource, just ask my 87-year-old Grandfather (my Grandmother opted out as to not reveal her age). Do you think the term “google” was added to the dictionary for nothing? Google.com processes over 1 billion searches a day…A DAY! Just think of all that advertising and publicity you could be getting, for a reasonable fee, by designing a personal website that incorporates Google AdWords and meta tags. 

Having a website can separate you from your competition. Websites allow you to show your services offered or display a portfolio without spending money on print advertising and tons of direct mail. It’s a great way to reach the masses. The result can be an increased client base, especially if you are able to work nationally or internationally, which can possibly grow your client base if you are able to work nationwide or even internationally.

Another advantage is the ability for prospects to connect with you through an online contact form. People’s schedules are so hectic these days that not everyone has time to make a phone call to get information during your work hours. This feature allows him or her to be in control, quick and direct in their query. The ball is now in your court to personalize and streamline your course of action to their request. This is also a great way to collect addresses for e-newsletters and direct mailers.

So what are you waiting for? Don’t be a www.Ninny.com.  Now, please excuse me while I go heed some of my own advice.

Things to keep in mind when designing a website:

1. Short URLs

You want to have a web address that is simple and easy to remember. Having people type long URLs can cause spelling errors, which can cause a loss of business or even interest. If you feel you need a lengthy address, there are tiny URL options available for posting hyperlinks.

2. Hosting

Go Daddy and Network Solutions are two popular web-hosting companies. Most companies have packages which include domain names, hosting, and e-mail services. Just make sure they have the requirements that are compatible if you are using a publishing platform like WordPress. WordPress is a great tool that allows even the least web savvy people to easily control their own site.

3. Functionality

You don’t want people to feel like they have entered The Legend of Zelda. Sites should be easy to navigate and logical. Drop-down menu features are available and nothing should be too hidden. Access the interactivity needs. People naturally like to feel in control, so the ability for them to page back and forth and easily seek additional information is key.

4. Overall Design

There are millions of websites out there representing an array of companies. Make sure the feel of your site portrays you and your services properly. Colors, layout, and fonts are key factors in website design. 

5. Loading Time

Patience isn’t always a virtue. ADD can all of a sudden appear as people wait for websites to load. You want to make sure your website’s loading time is optimized so it can be up and ready to navigate in preferably 10 seconds. You can do this by making sure your file sizes are small (low resolution images), create a splash page, opt for preloaded images, make videos and graphics optional, etc. 
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